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To the Men and Women of the United States Air Force and United States Space Force:

Today, the President signed the National Defense Authorization Act, and with the
bipartisan support of Congress, established a sixth branch of the armed forces — the United States
Space Force. The U.S. Space Force, an independent service singularly focused on protecting our
interests and security in space, launches the nation into a new era. Combined with the standup of
U.S. Space Command in August 2019, our nation is now well postured to preserve and protect
space.

Forging a new service is an historic opportunity to deliver world-class capabilities to the
American people. As of today, the law re-designates Air Force Space Command as the U.S.
Space Force. Space professionals will soon have the opportunity to permanently transfer into the
new service, while U.S. Air Force Airmen will continue to support the space mission. More
information is available at spaceforce.mil.

Together with our joint teammates and our spacefaring allies and partners, we will

establish a service that meets the highest standards of excellence, built on a foundation of
integrity and service. We’re proud to serve with you!
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Secretary of the Air Force
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